
Rector’s Letter
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

We are in the midst of celebrating this joyful reality, and we are granted forty days to let the truth sink in. One great 
saint, Seraphim of Sarov, greeted everyone all the year round with ÒChrist is risen!Ó On every day, not just on Pascha can 
we say, Ò! is is the day which the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!Ó But Pascha is where it all begins.

From a di"erent direction, we celebrate this mystery in the Divine Liturgy as our Lord commanded us: ÒTake! Eat! 
! is is my Body which is broken for you, for the remission of sins.Ó !e Lord allowed his Body to be broken like bread 
upon the Cross Òfor the life of the world.Ó But just as truly, death has been broken by his death and we are given life, as 
we constantly sing in the great Paschal hymn. ! at is why we should rejoice, and why the fundamental human 
responsibility is to give thanks. At the Liturgy, the priest responds to the LordÕs command to take and eat with these 
words: 

ÒRemembering this saving commandment and all those things which have come to pass for us: the Cross, the Tomb, the 
Resurrection on the third day, the Ascension into heaven, the Sitt ing at the right hand, and the second and glorious 
coming Ñ your own of your own, we o!er to you, on behalf of all and for all Ñ Ó

People: ÒWe praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, O Lord, and we pray to you, our God.Ó

We remember everything God has done for us together and we o"er thanks for everything on behalf of everybody and 
for the sake of everybody. When we do that, we are already part of the kingdom of God. 

Continuing this spirit of thanksgiving, allow me to give thanks for myself and on behalf of the whole community:
❖ To Mary Ann Sporcic and the choir, for the hours of preparation and the tremendous e"ort in the demanding 

services of Holy Week and Pascha.
❖ To Subdeacon John Barone and the altar servers, who do the necessary work of the services with dedication and 

grace.
❖ To the readers, for their care in conveying the words of the Scriptures to the people.
❖ To John Stoidis and all the members of the parish council, who coordinated so many necessities, from the sacred 

processions to the candles.
❖ To Alexia Tassmer our sexton, to Helen Gucwa and Anne Belejack, and everyone who assisted in the cleaning and 

beautifying of the church.
❖ And to everyone who did their work behind the scenes.

! ank you, and may your joy be full. Christ is risen!

Yours in Christ,

! is is the day of Resurrection; 
let us be illumined by the feast!
Let us embrace each other. 
Let us call brothers even those that hate us, 
and forgive all by the Resurrection.
And so let us cry, 
ÒChrist has risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death, 
and upon those in the graves bestowing life!Ó

Ñ t he doxology of the Pascha aposticha



Around the Parish

Please take note of the extra items enclosed in this newsletter. We have #yers announcing upcoming tag sales and a 
pancake luncheon. !e re is a sheet for the new Parish Directory (see below). And we are including a special envelope for
thanksgiving o"erings for Pentecost (and this season of Pascha, for that matter!). We hope you will give each your 
thoughtful attention and support.

We are preparing a new version of the Parish Directory and need your updated information. Please look for the 
enclosed form in this newsletter and return it in person to the candle desk at church, to the parish mailing address, or to 
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org.
! ank you to Donna Leonowich and everyone who contributed to the distribution of Pascha baskets for 
neighborhood children. We were able to spread the joy of the season to children in eight families in need around our 
church.

We are at the beginning of the Paschal Season, looking ahead to Pentecost on the $%ieth day from Pascha. But a%er forty
days, the season concludes with the Ascension of Our Lord, on May 28, when our Lord completed the instruction of 
his disciples and returned bodily to heaven, promising the gi% of the Holy Spirit. We will celebrate that great feast with 
Vespers and Liturgy on Wednesday, May 27, at 6:00 PM.

!e Feast of Pentecost follows ten days later, on Sunday, June 7. On that day, we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the disciples, when the apostles began their public preaching and the Church was revealed to all. Until that day, we
honor our LordÕs rising from the grave by remaining standing in prayer, but at Kneeling Vespers of Pentecost (celebrated 
immediately a%er the Divine Liturgy that Sunday), we kneel for the $rst time.

!e R OLL (Russian Orthodox LaymenÕs League) radio program has found a new home on Ancient Faith Radio — 
Hymns of the Faithful: Music of the Orthodox Church. Ancient Faith Radio is an ÒInternet radio stationÓ so you 
need to go online to listen. Go to <http://ancientfaith.com/> and click on Ancient Faith Music to listen to the 
program at the following times: Sunday at 3 PM, Tuesdays at 7 PM, and Fridays at 4 AM. ! is program, still produced 
in Connecticut, is supported by ROLL. Please speak to Helen Kasperovich, our ROLL representative, about making a 
contribution.

An invitation from
St. Alexis Orthodox Church,

Clinton, CT

On May 6 and 7 we will be celebrating a very special Feast Day of St. Alexis in that 2009 represents the 100th 
anniversary of his repose.  We are excited that Bishop Nikon will be our main celebrant for this special celebration!  
We further hope that deanery clergy and faithful can come and join us in celebrating Great Vespers with Litya on 
Wednesday evening at 6:30pm, followed by a light supper and brief review of St. AlexisÕ life.  On the day of the Feast, 
! ursday, May 7 at 9:30 AM, we will be celebrating a hierarchical Divine Liturgy.

Ñ Fr. Steven Voytovich



Parish Directory Update Form

Name(s):

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Email Address:

Family Members:

Birthdays:

Anniversary:

Please ! ll out this information for our new parish directory, and return it to the candle desk at church, or by mail to 
SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, P.O. Box 334, Meriden, CT, 06450. Or you can email us the requested information:
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org or dzaved@comcast.net.

Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church
54 Park Avenue, P.O. Box 334, Meriden, Connecticut 06450
email: frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org | web: www.sspeterpaul.org

o" ce ph: 203-237-4539 | church ph: 203-634-9584

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (1 ! ess. 5.16Ð18).



Tag Sales

We will be having tag sales again this year. We are planning for a total of $ve, 
with the $rst two on May 9 and June 13. All will be held on Saturdays, from 
9:00 AM to 3 PM at our Community Center on 305 Center Street, 
Meriden, CT. 

We will need people to help out before the tag sales for setting up, and on 
the day for the sale, and we ask that you volunteer your time. 

Also tag sale items are needed and can be brought to the Community 
Center on Tuesdays when the Seniors Club meets, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 
PM. Other drop o" times can be arranged by appointment. 

! is year, we will again accept general household items, cooking and 
kitchen items, toys, books, records, VCR tapes, music CDs, DVDs, cassette 
tapes, tools, lamps, and small electronics (radios, etc.). However, we will not 
be able to accept televisions and large furniture such as couches, but will be 
limited to smaller items, such as night stands, co"ee tables, small bookcases 
and small desks. ! is year, we will accept clothes and shores, provided that 
they are in excellent condition. 

If you are uncertain whether an item can be accepted, or if you need 
another time to drop o" an item, please contact John Stoidis 
(203Ð269Ð1575). 

We would be grateful for your contributions and help.

Ñ John Stoidis






