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Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra, and with him 
Martyrs Peter, Dionysius, Andrew, Paul, 
Christina, Alexandra, Tecusa, Claudia, Pha•na, 
Euphraisa, Matrona, and Julia, who suffered 
under Decius (303).

Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Th e Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (4:5–42) 
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now JacobÕs well was there. Jesus therefore, 
being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A 
woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ÒGive Me a drink.Ó For His 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to 
Him, ÒHow is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?Ó For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, ÒIf you knew the 
gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ÔGive Me a drink,Õ you would have asked Him, 
and He would have given you living water.Ó The woman said to Him, ÒSir, You have 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? 
Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, 
as well as his sons and his livestock?Ó  Jesus answered and said to her, ÒWhoever drinks 
of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life.Ó The woman said to Him, ÒSir, give me this water, that 
I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.Ó Jesus said to her, ÒGo, call your husband, and 
come here.Ó The woman answered and said, ÒI have no husband.Ó Jesus said to her, ÒYou 
have well said, ÔI have no husband,Õ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom 
you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.Ó The woman said to Him, 
ÒSir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you 
Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.Ó Jesus said to her, 
ÒWoman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor 
in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we 
worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.Ó The woman said to Him, ÒI know that Messiah is comingÓ (who is called Christ). 
ÒWhen He comes, He will tell us all things.Ó Jesus said to her, ÒI who speak to you am 
He.Ó And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a 
woman; yet no one said, ÒWhat do You seek?Ó or, ÒWhy are You talking with her?Ó The 
woman then left her water-pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, ÒCome, 
see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?Ó Then they 
went out of the city and came to Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, 
ÒRabbi, eat.Ó But He said to them, ÒI have food to eat of which you do not know.Ó 
Therefore the disciples said to one another, ÒHas anyone brought Him anything to eat?Ó 
Jesus said to them, ÒMy food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work. Do you not say, ÔThere are still four months and then comes the harvestÕ? Behold, 
I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for 
harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he 
who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true: ÔOne 
sows and another reaps.Õ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labors.Ó  And many of the Samaritans of 
that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, ÒHe told me 
all that I ever did.Ó So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay 
with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His own 
word. Then they said to the woman, ÒNow we believe, not because of what you said, for 
we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of 
the world.Ó
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We Ask Your Prayers 
Many years to all those who have as their heavenly patron St. Constantine, or his 
mother Helen (May 21). 

Many years to all those celebrating anniversaries: Peter & Theodora Boris on 
May 23. Joseph & Jennifer Uliase on May 24. 
Many years to all those celebrating birthdays: Andrea Rodgers & M. Jennifer 
Anne Mosher on May 23. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers	 SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	 
EdÑfriend of Sierra Levesque      	 William (Weidmann) 
Raisa (Morosan)  	 Gregory (Mankevich)	  
Christopher (Sullivan)	 Anita (Propheter)	  
Rosemary (Delaney)	 Steven (Rygiel)	  
Catherine (Barra)	 Raisa (Fahy)	  
Michael (Edwards)	 Shawnna (Kelly)	  
Susan (Shulga Waas)	 Timothy (Waas)	  
Gabriella	 Irene 	  
Lorraine	 Jacob	  
Katelyn	 Joseph	  
Crystal	 Angela	  
Innocent	 Georgiy	  
Larissa	 Valentin	  
Andrei	 Stacia	  
Jose		 Cyprian and Dana	  
Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene	  

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. 
Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, May 17 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions5 PM

Sunday, May 18 
Samaritan Woman

Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Blessing of Graves Noon

Wednesdays Morning Worship 8:15 AM

Saturday, May 24 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions5 PM

Sunday, May 25 
Blind Man

Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Tuesday, May 27 Study of John 15: sspeterpaul.org/study7 PM

Wed., May 28 Vigil of the Ascension of the Lord 6 PM

Th urs. May 29 Divine Liturgy of the Ascension 9:30 AM

Forty days aft er his resurrection, our Lord bodily 
ascended from the sight of his disciples to sit at the 
right hand of the Father. We celebrate the 
Ascension ten days before Pentecost.

Saturday, May 31 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions5 PM

Sunday, June 1 
1st Council

Matins and Divine Liturgy 
Special Parish Meeting follows

9 AM

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Diocesan Youth Rally, Aug. 4Ð9: sign up at www.dneoca.org/youthministry . 
Children aged 9Ð17 are encouraged to attend this high-quality camp run by 
the Diocese of New England at the St. Methodios Faith & Heritage Center, 
New Hampshire. Many adults from our parish serve as Rally Staff , and parish youth 
have been blessed by the experience. The Assistant Youth Director is our own 
Ephraim Mosher, who will gladly answer questions. 

Our parish Charity Fund offers financial aid to help children attend Diocesan 
camps. We strongly support this opportunity to build up our childrenÕs faith and 
especially to enable them to make Orthodox friends across the diocese. If you would 
like to support participation in Youth Rally, please contribute to our Charity Fund. 

Th e Sisterhood Clothing Drive, in addition to our own give-away on May 3, 
donated 423 lbs. of clothing to MasterÕs Manna to assist those in need. MasterÕs 
Manna is grateful to our parish. 
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Hymns of the Day 

Tone 4	Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the apostles: 
ÒDeath is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!Ó 

Tone 4 	Troparion	 (Midfeast) 
In the middle of the feast, O Savior, 
fi ll my thirsting soul with the waters of piety, as You cried to all: 
ÒIf anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!Ó// 
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to You! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 8 	Kontakion	 (Samaritan Woman) 
Th e Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith; 
she saw You, the Water of wisdom and drank abundantly.// 
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever glorifi ed! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 	Kontakion	 (Midfeast) 
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, 
cried to all in the midst of the feast of the Law: 
ÒCome and draw the water of immortality!Ó 
We fall before You and faithfully cry:// 
ÒGrant us Your mercies, for You are the Fountain of our life!Ó 

Prokeimenon in the Th ird Tone 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

(Ps. 46:6) 
Verse:	 Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

(Ps. 46:1) 

Alleluia, before the Gospel 
Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth!

(Ps. 44:3b) 
For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity. (Ps. 44:6) 

(Instead of ÒIt is truly meetÉ,Ó we sing:) 
Th e Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:  
ÒRejoice, O pure Virgin!  
Again, I say: Rejoice,  
your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!  
With Himself He has raised all the dead.Ó  
Rejoice, O ye people! 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem!  
Th e glory of the Lord has shone on you.  
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!  
Be radiant, O pure Th eotokos,  
in the Resurrection of your Son! 

Notes on the Week 
A week from Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. Having 
risen from the dead and having taught his disciples all things, he completed 
his work by ascending into heaven and sitting at the right hand of the Father, 
just as we affirm constantly in the Creed. Ten days before Pentecost, this 
marks the LordÕs final preparation for the granting of the Holy Spirit. 

As we come to ÒMid-Pentecost,Ó halfway from Pascha to Pentecost, we 
rejoice that Jesus Christ is risen to new life, but also that he is the Fountain 
of our life. From him flows the gift of ÒLiving Water,Ó the active, life-giving 
power of the Holy Spirit, which we celebrate at Pentecost. Like the 
Samaritan Woman at the well, we need not just ordinary water but this 
Living Water to fill our thirsty lives with the presence of God. 

In the middle of the feast, O Savior,  
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of godliness, as you cried to all:  
ÒIf anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink!Ó  
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to you! 
(Troparion of MidÐPentecost, also sung on the Sunday of the Samaritan 
Woman) 

ÒYou are the water of life,Ó  
the Woman of Samaria cried out to Christ;  
therefore, O Word, give me, who am ever thirsty,  
your divine grace to drink,  
that I may no longer, Lord Jesus,  
be mastered by the drought of ignorance,  
but may proclaim your wonderful works. 
(Sticheron of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman)


