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Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
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Martyr Justin the Philosopher and 
those with him at Rome: Martyrs 
Justin, Chariton and his wife, Charity, 
Euelpistus, Hierax, Peon, Valerian, 
and Justus (166 A.D.).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

Th e Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (20:16Ð18, 28Ð36) 
In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have 
to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the 
Day of Pentecost. From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of 
the church. And when they had come to him, he said to them: ÒYou know, from 
the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you. 
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will 
rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 
Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn 
everyone night and day with tears. So now, brethren, I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have coveted no oneÕs silver 
or gold or apparel. Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for 
my necessities, and for those who were with me. I have shown you in every way, 
by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ÔIt is more blessed to give than to receive.ÕÓ And 
when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 

Th e Reading from the Gospel according to St. John (17:1Ð13) 
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said: ÒFather, the hour has 
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given 
Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You 
have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I 
have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before 
the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given 
Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are 
from You. For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and 
they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; 
and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the 
world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine 
are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer 
in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We 
are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom 
You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I 
speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.Ó
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Th e Sisterhood has graciously off ered to clean the headstones at our Cemetery.! Th is 
project is proposed to start by the end of June. Please contact the Cemetery 
Committee, Daniel Veronick, Alexia Tassmer, or Paul Leonowich, if you do 
not!want your headstone cleaned. 

Th e cross is lit by Alexia & Tim Tassmer in memory of Helen and Bob Olsen for 
the first anniversary of their departing this life. Memory Eternal! 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
M. Anastasia (Timpko)Ñrecently hospitalized  
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers	 SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	 
EdÑfriend of Sierra Levesque      	 William (Weidmann) 
Raisa (Morosan)  	 Gregory (Mankevich)	  
Christopher (Sullivan)	 Anita (Propheter)	  
Rosemary (Delaney)	 Steven (Rygiel)	  
Catherine (Barra)	 Raisa (Fahy)	  
Michael (Edwards)	 Shawnna (Kelly)	  
Susan (Shulga Waas)	 Timothy (Waas)	  
Gabriella	 Irene 	  
Lorraine	 Jacob	  
Katelyn	 Joseph	  
Crystal	 Angela	  
Innocent	 Georgiy	  
Larissa	 Valentin	  
Andrei	 Stacia	  
Jose		 Gary 
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene	  

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. 
Visit our website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, May 31 Panikhida for Helen and Robert Olsen 3:30 PM

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, June 1 
1st Council

Matins and Divine Liturgy 
Special Parish Meeting follows

9 AM

Wednesdays Morning Worship 8:15 AM

Saturday, June 7 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, June 8 Matins and Divine Liturgy of Pentecost 9:30 AM

Pentecost is the fi ft ieth day from Pascha, and is itself one of the great feasts in 
the Church, celebrating when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, 
renewing and empowering them to preach the Gospel of the crucifi ed and 
risen Christ to all peoples throughout the world.

ÒKneeling VespersÓ of Pentecost follows

Th is is the first time we kneel to pray since the LordÕs Resurrection. We will pray for 
the departed and for ourselves, that the Holy Spirit would give us the power to live 
holy lives, according to the example of the Apostles.

Saturday, June 14 Chrismation of a number of catechumens4 PM

Sunday, June 15 Akathist Service at All Saints of America 
Church, Salisbury

4 PM

Sunday, June 22 MenÕs Reading Group discusses the fi rst 
chapters of Fr. Michael KobloshÕs He In Us 
and We In Him. Sign up at sspeterpaul.org/
reading or talk to the organizer, Ivan Moll, 
who has copies of the book.

Noon

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Diocesan Youth Rally, Aug. 4Ð9: sign up at www.dneoca.org/youthministry . 
Children aged 9Ð17 are encouraged to attend this high-quality camp run by 
the Diocese of New England at the St. Methodios Faith & Heritage Center, 
New Hampshire. Many adults from our parish serve as Rally Staff , and parish youth 
have been blessed by the experience. The Assistant Youth Director is our own 
Ephraim Mosher, who will gladly answer questions. 

Our parish Charity Fund offers financial aid to help children attend Diocesan 
camps. We strongly support this opportunity to build up our childrenÕs faith and 
especially to enable them to make Orthodox friends across the diocese. If you would 
like to support participation in Youth Rally, please contribute to our Charity Fund. 
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Hymns of the Day 

Tone 6	Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
Th e Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; 
the guards became as dead men. 
Mary stood by Your grave, 
seeking Your most pure body. 
You captured hell, not being tempted by it. 
You came to the Virgin, granting life. 
O Lord, Who rose from the dead,// 
glory to You. 

Tone 4 Troparion (Ascension) 
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, 
granting joy to Your Disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit.  
Th rough the blessing, they were assured 
that You are the Son of God,// 
the Redeemer of the world!  

Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers) 
You are most glorious, O Christ our God! 
You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.  
Th rough them You have guided us to the true Faith.// 
O greatly compassionate One, glory to You! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 8 	Kontakion	 (Fathers) 
Th e ApostlesÕ preaching and the FathersÕ doctrines have established one 

Faith for the Church.  
Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology,//  
It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 4 	Kontakion	 (Ascension) 
When You had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake,  
and united earth to heaven: 
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, 
not being parted from those who love You,  
but remaining with them and crying:// 
ÒI am with you, and there is no one against you!Ó 

Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone (Song of the Fathers) 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is Your 

Name forever! (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 
Verse:	 For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4) 

Alleluia, before the Gospel 
Verse: 	 The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the 

rising of the sun to its setting. (Ps. 49:1)  
Verse: 	 Gather to Me My venerable ones, who made a covenant with Me by 

sacrifice! (Ps. 49:6) 

(Instead of ÒIt is truly meet...,Ó we sing:) 
Magnify, O my soul, Christ the Giver of Life,  
Who has ascended from earth to heaven! 
We the faithful, with one accord, magnify you, the Mother of God,  
who, beyond reason and understanding,  
ineff ably gave birth in time to the Timeless One. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Notes on the Week 
ÒNow I come to you [the Father], and these things I speak in the world, that they 
may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.Ó These words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
conclude our Gospel reading today, which is a powerful prayer to the Father for 
his apostles, and for the whole Church. St. Gregory the Theologian explains how 
the Lord speaks on our behalf: 

ÒAppealingÓ does not imply here, as it does in popular parlance, a desire for legal 
satisfaction Ñ there is something humiliating in the idea. No, it means represent-
ing us in his role of mediatorÉ. ÒFor there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the Man, Jesus ChristÓ (Eph. 1:13Ð14). Even at this moment he 
is, as man, making representation for my salvation, until he makes me divine by 
the power of his incarnate humanity. ÒAs man,Ó I say, because he still has with him 
the body he assumed, though he is no longer Òregarded as fleshÓ (1 Cor. 6:19Ð20) 
Ñ meaning the bodily experiences, which, sin aside, are ours and his. This is the 
Advocate we have in Jesus Ñ not a slave who falls prostrate before the Father on 
our behalf. Get rid of what is really a slavish suspicion, unworthy of the Spirit. It 
is not in God to make that demand nor in the Son to submit to it; the thought is 
unjust to God. No, it is by what he suffered as man that he persuades us, as Word 
and Encourager, to endure. That, for me, is the meaning of his Òadvocacy.Ó 

	 Ñ St. Gregory the Theologian, Fourth Theological Oration, 14.


