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3rd Sunday after PentecostÑTone 2 

June 29, 2025 

The Holy Glorious and  
All-Praised Leaders of the 
Apostles, Peter & Paul (1st c.).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

Th e Reading from the First Catholic Epistle  
of the Holy Apostle Peter  

[2:11Ð24Ñthird reading from the Eve of the Feast] 
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable 
among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God 
in the day of visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the LordÕs sake, whether to the king as 
supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 
good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish menÑas free, yet not using 
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all 
people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to 
the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, 
if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering 
wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your 
faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if 
you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this 
you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that you should follow His steps: ÒWho committed no 
sin, nor was deceit found in His mouthÓ; who, when He was 
reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sins, might live for righteousnessÑby whose 
stripes you were healed.
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We Ask Your Prayers 
For those who have as their heavenly patron one of the Leaders of the 
Apostles, Peter & Paul (June 29). 

For those celebrating birthdays: Elias Mosher on June 29. Mary Jane Rogers on 
July 2. Noah Leonowich on July 5. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Archpriest Steven (Hosking)		  
Archpriest John (Kreta) 
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers	  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	  
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother      	  
William (Weidmann)	 Raisa (Morosan)  	  
Gregory (Mankevich)	 Christopher (Sullivan)	  
Anita (Propheter)	 Rosemary (Delaney)	  
Steven (Rygiel)	 Catherine (Barra)	  
Raisa (Fahy)	 Michael (Edwards)	  
Shawnna (Kelly)	 Susan (Shulga Waas)	  
Timothy (Waas)	 Gabriella	 
Irene 	 Lorraine	  
Jacob	 Katelyn	  
Joseph	 Crystal	  
Angela	 Innocent	  
Georgiy	 Larissa	  
Valentin	 Andrei	  
Stacia	 Jose	 	 	 Gary 
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene	  

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, June 28 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, June 29 
Apostles Peter & Paul

Matins and Divine Liturgy 
Picnic for Parish Feast follows

9 AM

Wednesdays Morning Worship 8:15 AM

Saturday, July 5 Baptisms of Eric Wintjen, Matthew Hunt, 
and Benjamin Lindstrom

3 PM

Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 6 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Tuesday, July 8 Study of John 18 online via Zoom: 
https://sspeterpaul.org/study 

7 PM

Wed., July 9 Parish Council 6:30 PM

Saturday, July 12 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 13 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

July 14Ð18 All-American Council in Phoenix, AZ: 
Fr. Joshua, M. Jenny, and our parish lay delegate Alexia 
Tassmer will attend, along with hundreds of clergy and 
faithful from across North America. In case of pastoral 
emergency, contact Donna Leonowich (203-887-5155).

Saturday, July 19 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 20 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Prophet Elijah Blessing of Vehicles follows 11 AM

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Stay informed on parish life with Flocknote: We send a weekly update via email or 
text to everyone, and a rare extra announcement when critical. People can sign up 
additionally to our Flocknote Groups to get messages from the Choir, the 
Brotherhood, the Sisterhood, Christian Study, or Wisdom from the Orthodox 
Tradition. Sign up at https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com or visit the News 
page on our website: https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com/  

Women's Orthodox Reading Group: Starting July 2025. Join us for an enriching 
monthly gathering to read and discuss inspiring Orthodox literature. Th is reading 
group welcomes all women of the parish to grow through shared learning and 
fellowship. Sign up at sspeterpaul.org/reading 
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Th e Feast Day of the Apostles Peter & Paul 
Most years, this feast falls on a day other than Sunday, and we hold a 
Vigil service in the evening. Since this year we celebrate it on a 
Sunday, we will adapt what is printed in the Vigil bookletÑadding in 
Resurrection hymnography for SundayÑas follows:  

Saturday: Great Vespers from the Vigil booklet, but ending with the 
usual Great Vespers dismissal. 

Sunday: Matins with the usual Sunday beginning, but then following 
the order for Matins in the Vigil booklet until the end of the 
Doxology. At that point, the choir will sing ÒToday salvation,Ó then we 
will begin the Divine Liturgy. 

Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy 

Tone 2	Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, 
You slew hades with the splendor of Your Godhead. 
And when from the depths You raised the dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out:// 
ÒO Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!Ó	 

Tone 4 Troparion (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O first-enthroned of the Apostles, 
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,// 
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 2 Kontakion	 (Resurrection) 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, 
seeing the miracle of Your Resurrection from the tomb! 
Th e dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with 

You,// 
and the world, my Savior, praises You forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit;  

Tone 2 Kontakion	 (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling 

sacrifi ce,// 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 	 Kontakion	 Steadfast Protectress 

Prokeimenon in the Second Tone 
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my 

salvation.  
(Ps. 117:14) 

Verse:	 The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given 
me over to death.  (Ps. 117:18) 

Th e Prokeimenon in the Eighth Tone	 (Apostles) 
Th eir proclamation has gone out into all the earth, / and their 

words to the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4) 

Th e Reading from the 2nd Epistle of  
the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (11:21Ð12:9) 

Brethren, in whatever anyone is boldÑI speak foolishlyÑI am 
bold also. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am 
I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of 
Christ?ÑI speak as a foolÑI am more: in labors more abundant, 
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths 
often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 
Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three 
times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 



among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, 
in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakednessÑ
besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep 
concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? 
Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?  

If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my 
infirmity. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the 
governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let 
down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped 
from his hands. It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I 
will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years agoÑwhether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knowsÑ
such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a 
manÑwhether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knowsÑ how he was caught up into Paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  

Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except 
in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not 
be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone 
should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.  

And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of 
the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning 
this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart 
from me. And He said to me, ÒMy grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness.Ó Therefore most gladly 
I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 

Alleluia 
Verse: 	 May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the name of 

the God of Jacob protect you! (Ps. 19:1) 
Verse: 	 Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!  

(Ps. 19:9) 
Verse: 	 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; and Your truth 

in the congregation of the saints. (Ps. 88:5)   

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 
(16:13Ð19) 

At that time, when Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, saying, ÒWho do men say that I, the Son 
of Man, am?Ó So they said, ÒSome say John the Baptist, some 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.Ó He said to 
them, ÒBut who do you say that I am?Ó Simon Peter answered 
and said, ÒYou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.Ó Jesus 
answered and said to him, ÒBlessed are you, Simon Bar-jonah, for 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who 
is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.Ó 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  

(Ps. 148:1) 
Th eir proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to 

the ends of the universe. (Ps. 18:4) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


