
Saints Peter & Paul 
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A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America 

5th Sunday after PentecostÑTone 4 

July 13, 2025 

Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel. Ven. 
Stephen of St. Savva Monastery (794). 
St. Julian, Bishop of Cenomanis, Gaul 
(Le Mans) (1st c.). Martyr Serapion 
(2ndÐ3rd c.). 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

Th e Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to 
the Romans (10:1Ð10) 

Brethren, my heartÕs desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may 
be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of GodÕs righteousness, 
and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to 
the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to everyone who believes. For Moses writes about the righteousness 
which is of the law, ÒThe man who does those things shall live by them.Ó 
But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, ÒDo not say in your 
heart, ÔWho will ascend into heaven?ÕÓ (that is, to bring Christ down 
from above) or, ÒÔWho will descend into the abyss?ÕÓ (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ÒThe word is near 
you, in your mouth and in your heartÓ (that is, the word of faith which 
we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Th e Reading from the Holy Gospel according to  
St. Matthew (8:28Ð9:1) 

At that time, when Jesus had come to the other side, to the country of 
the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming 
out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that 
way. And suddenly they cried out, saying, ÒWhat have we to do with 
You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before 
the time?Ó Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many 
swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, saying, ÒIf You cast us out, 
permit us to go away into the herd of swine.Ó And He said to them, 
ÒGo.Ó So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. 
And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep 
place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept 
them fled; and they went away into the city and told everything, 
including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. And 
behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw 
Him, they begged Him to depart from their region. So He got into a 
boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.

mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org
mailto:president@sspeterpaul.org
http://sspeterpaul.org


We Ask Your Prayers 
For those who have as their heavenly patron the Great-martyr Marina (July 
17). 

For those celebrating birthdays: Julaisa Xenia Moll (July 14). Rebecca Pannone 
(July 18). 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Archpriest Steven (Hosking)		  
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers	  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	  
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother      	  
William (Weidmann)	 Raisa (Morosan)  	  
Gregory (Mankevich)	 Christopher (Sullivan)	  
Anita (Propheter)	 Rosemary (Delaney)	  
Steven (Rygiel)	 Catherine (Barra)	  
Raisa (Fahy)	 Michael (Edwards)	  
Shawnna (Kelly)	 Susan (Shulga Waas)	  
Timothy (Waas)	 Gabriella	 
Irene 	 Lorraine	  
Jacob	 Katelyn	  
Joseph	 Crystal	  
Angela	 Innocent	  
Georgiy	 Larissa	  
Valentin	 Andrei	  
Stacia	 Jose	 	 	  
Gary 
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene	  

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, July 12 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 13 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

July 14Ð18 All-American Council in Phoenix, AZ: 
Fr. Joshua, M. Jenny, and our parish lay delegate Alexia 
Tassmer will attend, along with hundreds of clergy and 
faithful from across North America. In case of pastoral 
emergency, contact Donna Leonowich (203-887-5155).

Wed., July 15 No Morning Worship this week

Saturday, July 19 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 20 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Prophet Elijah Blessing of Vehicles 
We practice this blessing as a celebration of the Prophet 
Elijah, who was carried up to heaven in a fi ery chariot. 
(You can fi nd the account in the Bible: 2[4] Kings 2:1Ð
14.) On a Sunday close to St. ElijahÕs feast (July 20), we 
go out from the church to our vehicles to pray that the 
Lord would keep us safe as we travel.

Tuesday, July 22 Study of John 19 online via Zoom: 
https://sspeterpaul.org/study 

7 PM

August 1Ð14 Th e Dormition Fast begins with the Procession of 
the Cross. Th e fast ends on Aug. 15 with the Feast 
of Dormition.

August 6 Feast of the Transfi guration of the Lord 
Celebrated at Holy Transfi guration, New Haven

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Stay informed on parish life with Flocknote: We send a weekly update via email or 
text to everyone. People then can sign up to get messages from our Flocknote 
Groups, like the Choir, the Brotherhood, the Sisterhood, or Christian Study. Sign 
up at https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com or visit the News page on our 
website: https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com/  

As our kitchen renovation progresses this summer, we will have more modest plans 
for hospitality downstairs: the kitchen is closed, and anything needing washing will 
have to be brought home. Coff ee cannot be made on site as well. Hosts are 
encouraged to speak with Laura Panico to address any questions. 

http://sspeterpaul.org
https://sspeterpaul.org/study
mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org
https://sspeterpaul.org/donate
https://sspeterpaul.org/donate
https://sspporthodox.flocknote.com
https://sspporthodox.flocknote.com/
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Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy 

Tone 4	Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord 
learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the apostles: 
ÒDeath is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!Ó 

Tone 8 Troparion (Holy Fathers) 
You are most glorious, O Christ our God! 
You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth. 
Through them You have guided us to the true Faith.// 
O greatly compassionate One, glory to You! 

Tone 4 Kontakion	 (Resurrection) 
My Savior and Redeemer 
as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains. 
He has shattered the gates of hell, 
and as Master,// 
He has risen on the third day! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 8 Kontakion	 (Holy Fathers) 
Th e ApostlesÕ preaching and the FathersÕ doctrines have established one 

Faith for the Church. 
Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology,// 
It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 	Kontakion	 Steadfast Protectress 

Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

(Ps. 46:6) 
Verse:	 Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

(Ps. 46:1) 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Song of the Th ree Holy Children) 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is 

Your Name forever! (Song of the Th ree Holy Children, v. 3) 

Alleluia 
Verse: 	 In You, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame!  

(Ps. 30:1a) 
Verse: 	 Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! 

(Ps. 30:2b) 
Verse: 	 The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the 

rising of the sun to its setting. 	 (Ps. 49:1) 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Notes on the Week 
As we affi rm in the Creed (established at the first two Ecumenical Councils 
of Nicaea), we believe in Òone, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.Ó The 
Ecumenical Councils, which we commemorate today, are a central activity of 
this Church, where archpastors of the whole church throughout the world 
(ÒecumeneÓ in Greek) assembled under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
These Councils were called whenever some teaching arose that presented 
Jesus Christ differently from how the apostles preached him. We call the 
leaders of these Councils ÒHoly FathersÓ because they acted as our spiritual 
fathers: courageously protecting the people from what is harmful, lovingly 
teaching us what is good and necessary for our salvation. From 325 to 681, 
these Fathers met in Council six times in response to different crises. The 
seventh, II Nicaea, met in 787, after this commemoration of the First Six 
Councils had already begun. 

What we have received from these Fathers of the Councils is a sure framework 
and guideline for our Faith. Thanks to them, we confidently pray to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Th anks to them, we recognize that Jesus 
Christ is both the Son of the Father, Òbegotten before all ages,Ó fully God in 
every way, but also fully human, like us in every way but sin. 

So we are given sure knowledge of God through the Fathers, but this is only 
a starting point. The Fathers themselves personally knew God through 
prayer, repentance and faithful service. Th e Creed and the formulations of 
the Councils give us the framework and the guideline, so we know when we 
are hearing the Truth or one of many attractive falsehoods; but it is up to us 
to come to know God ourselves, following the lives and teachings of the 
Holy Fathers, and all the holy men and women in every generation who have 
known and loved God. 


