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Holy Glorious Prophet Elijah 
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Repose of Ven. Abramius of Galich, 
disciple of Ven. Sergius of R‡donezh 
(1375). Uncovering of the Relics of 
Ven. Afan‡sy (Athanasius), an Abbot 
of Brest-Litovsk (1350).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

Notes on the Week 
Today we commemorate one the greatest of the prophets, Elijah (or 
Elias). His life is recorded in the Third Book of Kings (1 Kings in most 
non-Orthodox printings), starting in chapter 17. Elijah was sent by 
the Lord to King Ahab of Israel, who had done great evil in the sight 
of the Lord. He had married Jezebel, a devotee of the rain god Baal, 
and had established worship of Baal in Israel. The Prophet Elijah 
declared: ÒAs the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.Ó After that, 
there were more than three years of drought in all the region. During 
this time, Elijah hid in a cave and was miraculously fed by ravens. 

As the drought worsened, the Lord told Elijah to go to a widow of 
Zarephath in Sidon, which is now LebanonÑthen the heart of the 
worship of Baal! Elijah asked her to make him bread with the last of 
her flour and oil, for the Lord promised through Elijah: ÒThe bin of 
fl our shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day 
the Lord sends rain on the earth.Ó Aft erward, the widowÕs son fell sick 
and died, and she appealed to Elijah, who worked a greater miracle in 
the name of the Lord, raising her son to life. 

Elijah confronted Ahab and the priests of Baal and challenged them to 
a trial: each would set up an altar without fire, and whichever god then 
answered with fire was the true god. The followers of Baal frantically 
called, but Elijah mocked their failure. Then he called the people of 
Israel to him and had water poured all over the LordÕs altar. Then he 
prayed, and fire descended from heaven and consumed the offering 
and even the water. The people shouted, ÒTruly the Lord is God!Ó 
Th en Elijah prayed for rain, and the Lord ended the drought. 

Still pursued by Ahab, Elijah fled to Mt. Horeb to wait for the Lord. 
A strong gale came that crushed rocks on the mountainside, and an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in them. Instead, the Lord came to 
Elijah as a still, soft breeze. The Lord strengthened the prophet, assuring 
him there were still thousands who had not chosen to worship Baal. 

After passing his prophetic mantle to Elisha, Elijah was carried up 
alive into heaven in a fiery chariot. He appeared with Moses when our 
Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured on Mount Tabor. He will be the 
forerunner of the Lord at his dread Second Coming.
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We Ask Your Prayers 
For all those who have as their heavenly patron the Prophet Elijah (July 20), 
St. Mary Magdalene (July 22) or the Martyr Christina of Tyre (July 24). 

For those celebrating birthdays: Sierra Ruth Levesque (July 22). 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Archpriest Steven (Hosking)		  
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers	  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	  
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother      	  
William (Weidmann)	 Raisa (Morosan)  	  
Gregory (Mankevich)	 Christopher (Sullivan)	  
Anita (Propheter)	 Rosemary (Delaney)	  
Steven (Rygiel)	 Catherine (Barra)	  
Raisa (Fahy)	 Michael (Edwards)	  
Shawnna (Kelly)	 Susan (Shulga Waas)	  
Timothy (Waas)	 Gabriella	 
Irene 	 Lorraine	  
Jacob	 Katelyn	  
Joseph	 Crystal	  
Angela	 Innocent	  
Georgiy	 Larissa	  
Valentin	 Andrei	  
Stacia	 Jose	 	 	  
Gary 
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene	  

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, July 19 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 20 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Prophet Elijah Blessing of Vehicles 
We practice this blessing as a celebration of the Prophet 
Elijah, who was carried up to heaven in a fi ery chariot. 
(You can fi nd the account in the Bible: 2[4] Kings 2:1Ð
14.) On a Sunday close to St. ElijahÕs feast (July 20), we 
go out from the church to our vehicles to pray that the 
Lord would keep us safe as we travel.

Tuesday, July 22 Study of John 19 online via Zoom: 
https://sspeterpaul.org/study 

7 PM

Wednesdays Morning Worship 8:15 AM

Saturday, July 26 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, July 27 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

August 1Ð14 Th e Dormition Fast begins with the Procession of 
the Cross. Th e fast ends on Aug. 15 with the Feast 
of Dormition.

Saturday, Aug. 2 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Aug. 3 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Tuesday, Aug. 5 Great Vespers of the Transfi guration 
285 Alden Ave., Holy Transfi guration,  
New Haven

6 PM

Wed., Aug. 6 Divine Liturgy of the Transfi guration of the 
LordÑHoly Transfi guration, New Haven

9 AM

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Stay informed on parish life with Flocknote: We send a weekly update via email or 
text to everyone. People then can sign up to get messages from our Flocknote 
Groups, like the Choir, the Brotherhood, the Sisterhood, or Christian Study. Sign 
up at https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com or visit the News page on our 
website: https://sspporthodox.fl ocknote.com/  

As our kitchen renovation progresses this summer, we will have more modest plans 
for hospitality downstairs: the kitchen is closed, and anything needing washing 
will have to be brought home. Coffee cannot be made on site as well. Hosts are 
encouraged to speak with Laura Panico to address any questions. 
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Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy 

Tone 5	Troparion 	  (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, 
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
for He willed to be lift ed up on the Cross in the fl esh, 
to endure death, 
and to raise the dead// 
by His glorious Resurrection. 

Tone 4 Troparion (Prophet Elijah) 
An angel in the flesh and the cornerstone of the Prophets, 
the second forerunner of the coming of Christ, 
glorious Elijah sent grace from on high to Elisha, 
to dispel diseases and to cleanse lepers.// 
Therefore he pours forth healings on those who honor him. 

Tone 5 Kontakion	 (Resurrection) 
You descended into hell, O my Savior, 
shattering its gates as Almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator, 
and destroying the sting of death. 
You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,// 
and we cry to You: ÒO Lord, save us!Ó 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 2 Kontakion	 (Prophet Elijah) 
O Prophet Elijah of great renown, 
seer of the mighty works of God, 
by your command you held back the rain.// 
Pray for us to the only Lover of man! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 	 Kontakion	 Steadfast Protectress 

Prokeimenon in the Fift h Tone 
You, O Lord, shall protect us / and preserve us from this generation 

forever.	 (Ps. 11:7) 
Verse:	 Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!  

(Ps. 11:1a) 

Tone 4	Prokeimenon	(Prophet Elijah) 
You are a priest forever / aft er the order of Melchizedek. (Ps. 109:4c)   

Th e Reading from the Catholic Epistle  
of the Holy Apostle James (5:10Ð20) 

Brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, 
as an example of suffering and patience. Indeed we count them 
blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job 
and seen the end intended by the LordÑthat the Lord is very 
compassionate and merciful. But above all, my brethren, do not 
swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But 
let your ÒYesÓ be ÒYes,Ó and your ÒNo,Ó ÒNo,Ó lest you fall into 
judgment. Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is 
anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among you 
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And 
the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess 
your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the 
land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. Brethren, 
if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns 
him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the 
error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude 
of sins.  



Alleluia 
Verse: 	 I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I 

will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.  
(Ps. 88:1Ð2)   

Verse: 	 For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your truth 
will be prepared in the heavens. (Ps. 88:3) 

Verse: 	 Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was 
among those who called on His Name. (Ps. 99:6) 

Th e Reading from the Holy Gospel  
according to St. Luke (4:22Ð30) 

At that time, all bore witness to Jesus, and marveled at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they 
said, ÒIs this not JosephÕs son?Ó He said to them, ÒYou will surely 
say this proverb to Me, ÔPhysician, heal yourself ! Whatever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.ÕÓ 
Then He said, ÒAssuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in 
his own country. But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel 
in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the 
land; but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in 
the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And many 
lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none 
of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.Ó So all those in 
the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led 
Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they 
might throw Him down over the cliff. Then passing through the 
midst of them, He went His way. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Th e righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear 

evil tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Th e Th ird Reading from Vespers of the Feast of St. Elijah   
 [3 Kings 19:19-21 & 4 Kings 2:1, 6-14] 

A day came and Elijah found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 
ploughing. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 
Elisha left  the oxen, ran aft er Elijah, and ministered to him.  

And it came to pass, when the Lord took Elijah in a whirlwind as 
though up to heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha to Galgala. 
Then Elijah said to Elisha, ÒStay here; for the Lord has sent me 
as far as the Jordan.Ó But he said, ÒAs the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.Ó So the two of them went on. 
Fifty men of the sons of the prophets came, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 
water with it; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ÒAsk me what I may 
do for you, before I am taken up from you.Ó Elisha said, ÒLet me 
then inherit a double share of your spirit.Ó He responded, ÒYou 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken up 
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.Ó  

It came to pass that as they continued walking and talking, a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and 
Elijah was taken up in a whirlwind as if into heaven. Elisha kept 
watching and crying out, ÒFather, father! The chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!Ó But when he could no longer see him, Elisha 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. He picked 
up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back 
and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Elisha took the mantle of 
Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, 
ÒWhere then is the God of Elijah?Ó And so he struck the water, 
and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and 
Elisha went over on dry ground.


