On the Feast of the Nativity of the Most-Hogotokos and

Ever-Virgin Mary (September 8)
In the fulness of time, the Son of God chose to take on human nat
salvation of mankind, and chose as His Mother the All-Pure Virc
who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and holi

I e Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, N
Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-Ki
and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest Aaron.

Having reached old age without being granted a child, Joachim
did not lose hope in GodOs mercy. They trusted that for God ev
possible, and that He would be able to overcome the barrenne:
even in her old age, as He had once overcame the barrenness of
of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to de
child which the Lord might give them, to the service of God in the

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation a punit
sin, and therefore the righteous Joachim and Anna had to endure
their own countrymen. At a great feast, the High Priest rejecteticn
Joachim sought téey to God at the Temple in Jerusalem, consider
to be unworthy since he was childless.

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there
with tears to the Lord for a child. Anna wept bitterly when she lear
had happened. Never once did she complain against the Lord, bu
prayed to ask GodOs mercy on her family.

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous me
their prayers were heard by God, and of them would be born a m
daughter Mary, through whom would come the Salvation of all the

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not (
mankind, but also the angels. She was revealed to be the living
God, as the Church sings in its festal hymns: Othe East Gate
Christ into the world for the salvation of our soulsO (2nd Stichel
OLord, | CallO).

I e Nativity of the eotokos marks the change of the times, when t
promises of God for the deliverance of the human race from sla
devil would be fulfilled. Her birth has brought to earth the grac
Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everladting
Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful Inter
Mother, who gladly listens to us her children and ever prays for us
and our God. [adapted omOCA.org> Feasts and Saints]
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13th Sunday after PentecostNTon&artyr Soz—n of Cilicia (ca. 304)
Eve of the Nativity of theeotokos | John the Wonderworker, Archbist
Sunday before the Elevation of Novgorod (1186). Venerable
September 7, 2025 Cassiani the Hymnographer.

Glory to Jesus Christ!
We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the
especially welcome all guests and newcomers.

This morning, we are following a special Typica Servic
Deacon Peter Romanovsky, with the distribution of R
Sacrament from last Sunday. This is a pastoral accom
blessed by His Grace, Bishop Benedict, since Fr. Joshua
away this weekend. We will return to our usual Matins anc
Liturgy next weekend.

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox CF
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fas
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Oant
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). /
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment.
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you



Upcoming Events in Parish Life

We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Vis

website gspeterpaul.ojgor details.
Saturday, Sept. 6 ReaderOs Vespers Service 5PM

Sunday, Sept. 7 Typica Service with Communion, led by 9:30 AM
Deacon Peter Romanovski

I e Moshers will be in Philadelphia this weekend fo
the celebration of the Betrothal of Elias to Julianna
Dellermann. Please welcome Dn. Peter Romanovsk

Monday, Sept. 8 Divine Liturgy for the Nativity of the 9:30 AM
! eotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

Tuesday, Sept. 9  Study of John 2%speterpaul.org/study 7 PM
Wednesdays Morning Worship 8:15 AM
Wed., Sept. 10 Parish Council 6:30 PM
Saturday, Sept. 13 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 14 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM
El€'ation of the Cross

Saturday, Sept. 20 Great Vespers led by Bishop Benedict 5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 21  Matins and Divine Liturgy led by His
Grace, Bishop Benedict

Fr. Joshua will be visiting family this weekend.
Wed., Sept. 24 Great VespersNSt. Sergius of Radonezh 6 PM
I ursday, Sept. 25 Divine LiturgyNSt. Sergius of Radonezh 9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 28 Wedding of David Giordano & Catherine 3 PM
Shaw

FORCC Banquet: Sunday, October 15.is year, the bémedinner for the
Fellowship of Orthodox Churches in CT will be at St Nicholas Ant
Orthodox Church, Bridgeport. Tickets are $50/adult, $10/child under
purchased by Sept.!2@%peaker is Dr Bruce Beck, Professor of New Test
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Schobl eblogy. See Alexia Tassmer for ticke!

I e cross is lit today by the Panico family in memory of Laura@ssaather,
WestermeyeiMay her memory be eternal!

And by Johannis and Konstantinos Stoidis in memory of their mo
Olga and her parents Simeon and Elizabdd#y. their memory be eternal!

We Ask Your Prayers

For all those who have as their heavenly patron the Righteous Forebear ¢
God Anna (Sept. 9).

For those celebrating birthdays:Andrea Konetchy (Sept. 13).

For the Sick & Suffering:

Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro) Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)
Deacon Christopher (Meholick)

Corey (Knap)Nnephew of Valentina Knap

CarolNfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers

SharonNfriend of the Mosleys

SusanNRobyn LevesqueOs mother

William (Weidmann) Raisa (Morosan)

Gregory (Mankevich) Christopher (Sullivan)

Anita (Propheter) Rosemary (Delaney)
Steven (Rygiel) Catherine (Barra)
Raisa (Fahy) Michael (Edwards)
Shawnna (Kelly) Susan (Shulga Waas)
Timothy (Waas) Ellen (Uliase)
Gabriella Sarah

Laura Irene

Lorraine Jacob

Katelyn Joseph

Crystal Angela

Innocent Georgiy

Larissa Valentin

Andrei Stacia

Jose Gary

Cyprian and Dana
Nicole and Naaman
Helen and Helene

For Our Shut-Ins:
Yvonne (Rutcho) Margaret (Savchik) Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer
contact Fr. Joshymiest@sspeterpaul.orq203-237-4539.

In order to commemorate loved onéghiingthe cross in church, plég
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing ,E"E"-""-EI

-,

throughSS. Peter & Padtthodox Church: -E,'..':'.!__-'.!;r:;.lp;
https://sspeterpaul.org/donateuse this QR Codd E{.&



https://sspeterpaul.org/donate

Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy

Tone 4Troparion  (Resurrection)

When the women disciples of the Lord

learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the apostles:

ODeath is overthrown!

Christ God is risen,//

granting the world great mercy!O

Tone 4 TropariorjForefeast)

Today from the stem of Jesse and from the loins of David,

the handmaid of God Mary is being born for us.

Therefore all creation is renewed and rejoices.

Heaven and earth rejoice together.

Praise her, you families of nations,

for Joachim rejoices and Anna celebrates crying out://

OThe barren one gives birth to the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our lif

Tone 4 Troparion (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O "rst-enthroned of the Apostles,

teachers of the universe:

entreat the Master of all

to grant peace to the world,//

and to our souls great mercy!

Tone 4 Troparion (Martyr Soz—n)

Your holy martyr Soz—n, O Lord,

through his gterings has received an incorruptible crown from You,
God.

For having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries,

and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.//

I' rough his intercession, save our souls!

Tone 4 Kontakion (Resurrection)

My Savior and Redeemer

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their
He has shattered the gates of hell,

and as Master,//

He has risen on the third day!

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter & Paul)

O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest

and to the enjoyment of Your blessings

the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles,
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-shaellihg
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 2 Kontakion (Martyr Soz—n)

Let us gather today and together sing to Soz—n,
the true and divinely wise martyr,

an expeftghter for the faith,

the mystical seer of divine grace,

a generous provider of healing,//

who prays to Christ God for us all.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Forefeast)

Today the Virgih eotokos Mary,

the bridal chamber of the Heavenly Bridegroom,

by the will of the God is born of a barren woman,

being prepared as the chariot of God the Word.//

She was foreordained for this, since she is the divine gate and the
Mother of Life.

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in the Fourth Tone
O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inhgRtar2geda)
Verse: To You, O Lord, will | call. O my God, be not silent (esri:1a)

I e Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle F

to the Galatians (6:11D18)
Brethren, see with what large letters | have written to you
own hand! As many as desire to make a good showing in
these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those
circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circum
they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid that | should boa
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world F
crucified to me, and | to the world. For in Christ Jesus 1
circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new ¢



And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mer
them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one
me, for | bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Bre
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

And the Reading from the First Epistle of the

Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (16:13D24)
Brethren, watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. |
you do be done with love. | urge you, brethrenNyou kn
household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia,
they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints [
also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors
am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Ac
what was lacking on your part they supplied. For they refre
spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. The ch
Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in t
with the church that is in their house. All the brethren gre
Greet one another with a holy kiss. The salutation with my o
NPaulOs. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, |
accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of our Lord Jesus Chri:
you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Before the Gospel: Alleluia

Verse: | have exalted one chosen out of My (Espke8:18b)
Verse: For My hand shall defend him and My arm shall strengthen
(Ps. 88:20)

I e Reading from the Gospel according to St. Jo
(3:13D17)

The Lord said, ONo one has ascended to heaven bu
came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man w
heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wi
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoevel
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God ¢
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that w
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
but that the world through Him might be saved.

And the Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke (5:1D11)
At that time, Jesus stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, an
boatstandindyy thdake but thdishermeradgonefrom thernr
and were washing their nets. Then He got into one of tf
which was SimonOs, and asked him to put out a little
land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from tf
When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, OL:
into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.O Bl
answered and said to Him, OMaster, we have toiled all
caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word | will let dc
netO And when they had done thiscalgihia greatumberof
fish and theinetwasreakingSo thegignaledo theirpartners
in the other boat to come and help them. And they ce
filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. Wher
Peter saw it, he fell down at JesusO knees, saying, O
me for | am ainfulman OLord!O Fohe andallwhowerewith
him were astonished at the catch of fish which they he
and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebede
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, OD:
afraid. From now on you will catch men.O So when t
brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followec

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the (itgh&48:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

OAs Mose$ éd up the serpent in the wildernessO

The people spoke against God and against Moses, OWhy have
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness, for there is no breac
and we detest this worthless food.O So the Lord sent poisonous si
the people, and they bit the people; many people of Israel died
people came to Moses and said, OWe have sinned, for we have s
the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord that he would take
snakes from us.O So Moses prayed for the people. The Lord sa
OMake a poisonous shake and set it on a pole. When anyone w
looks at it, he will live.O So Moses made a bronze snake and put
so that if a snake had bitten someone, when he looked at the bron
lived. [Numbers 21:5D9]



