
Saints Peter & Paul 

Orthodox Church 
Meriden, Connecticut 
website: sspeterpaul.org  

A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America 

14th Sunday after PentecostÑTone 5 
! e Universal Elevation of the 
Precious & Life-giving Cross 
September 14, 2025 

Repose of St. John Chrysostom (407). 
Monk Martyr Macarius of Dionysiou 
(Mt. AthosÑ1507). Monk Martyr 
Joseph of Dionysiou (Mt. AthosÑ
1819).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

! e Reading from the Gospel according to St. John 
(19:6Ð11, 13Ð20, 25Ð28, 30Ð35) 

At that time, the chief priests and the elders took council against Jesus 
to put Him to death, and they delivered Him to Pilate, saying, ÒCrucify 
Him, crucify Him!Ó Pilate said to them, ÒYou take Him and crucify Him, 
for I find no fault in Him.Ó The Jews answered him, ÒWe have a law, and 
according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son 
of God.Ó Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more 
afraid, and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, ÒWhere 
are You from?Ó But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to Him, 
ÒAre You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to 
crucify You, and power to release You?Ó Jesus answered, ÒYou could have 
no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. 
Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.Ó When 
Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in 
the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about 
the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, ÒBehold your King!Ó But they 
cried out, ÒAway with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!Ó Pilate said 
to them, ÒShall I crucify your King?Ó!The chief priests answered, 
ÒWe have no king but Caesar!Ó Then he delivered Him to them to be 
crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. And He, bearing His 
cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in 
Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with 
Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. Now Pilate wrote a title 
and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near the city ; and it was written in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His 
mother, and His motherÕs sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple 
whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, ÒWoman, behold 
your son!Ó Then He said to the disciple, ÒBehold your mother!Ó And 
from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all things were now accomplished, said, ÒIt is finished!Ó 
And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. Therefore, because it was 
the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on 
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that 
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then 
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who 
was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He 
was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers 
pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came 
out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true.
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We Ask Your Prayers 
For all those who have as their heavenly patron the Great Martyr 
Euphemia (Sept. 16) or the Martyrs Sophia and Vera (Sept. 17). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Many years to those celebrating birthdays: 
" omas Craig (9/17). Mihaela & Maria Alecsandru (9/20). 

For those celebrating anniversaries: David & Irene Zavednak on Sept 17. 
Amy & Matthew Stankiewicz on Sept. 20. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro) Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys    
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother        
William (Weidmann) Raisa (Morosan)    
Gregory (Mankevich) Christopher (Sullivan)  
Anita (Propheter) Rosemary (Delaney)  
Steven (Rygiel) Catherine (Barra)  
Raisa (Fahy) Michael (Edwards)  
Shawnna (Kelly) Susan (Shulga Waas)  
Timothy (Waas) Ellen (Uliase) 
Gabriella Sarah Laura  
Irene  Lorraine Jacob  
Katelyn Joseph Crystal 
Angela  
Innocent Georgiy 
Larissa Valentin  
Andrei Stacia  
Jose  Gary 
Cyprian and Dana Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene  

For Our Shut-Ins:        
Yvonne (Rutcho)  Margaret (Savchik) Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Saturday, Sept. 13 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 14 
Ele! ation of the Cross

Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

No Wednesday morning service this week

Saturday, Sept. 20 Great Vespers led by Bishop Benedict 5 PM

Sunday, Sept. 21 Matins and Divine Liturgy led by His 
Grace, Bishop Benedict

Fr. Joshua will be visiting family this weekend.

Tuesday, Sept. 23 Study of the Psalms: sspeterpaul.org/study 7 PM

Wed., Sept. 24 Great VespersÑSt. Sergius of Radonezh 6 PM

" ursday, Sept. 25 Divine LiturgyÑSt. Sergius of Radonezh 9:30 AM

Sunday, Sept. 28 Wedding of David Giordano & Catherine 
Shaw

3 PM

Tuesday, Sept. 30 Great VespersÑProtection of the 
" eotokos

6 PM

Wed., Oct. 1 Divine LiturgyÑProtection of the 
" eotokos

7:30 AM 
Note time!

Sunday, Oct. 5 FORCC Dinner at St. Nicholas Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, 5458 Park Ave, 
Trumbull, CT

1 PM

Sunday, Oct. 12 Parish Chili Cook-O#

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Our parish in the last month raised $3,000 for Deacon Richard OkelloÕs work for 
the Church in Uganda. Glory to God, and may he bless you all for your generous 
support! 

FORCC Banquet: Sunday, October 5. ! is year, the bene" t dinner for the 
Fellowship of Orthodox Churches in CT will be at St Nicholas Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, Bridgeport. Tickets are $50/adult, $10/child under 12, if 
purchased by Sept. 20.!! e speaker is Dr Bruce Beck, Professor of New Testament 
at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of ! eology. See Alexia Tassmer for tickets. 

! e cross is lit by the Panico family to honor LauraÕs patron saint, the Great Martyr 
Euphemia the All-praised. May God grant her many years! 
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Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy 

! e First Antiphon 

God, my God, attend to me! Why have You forsaken me? (Ps. 21:1a) 

Refrain: ! rough the prayers of the ! eotokos, O Savior, save us! 

Why are You so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
(Ps. 21:1b) 

Re! ain 

O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; and by night, but " nd 
no rest. (Ps. 21:2) 

Re! ain 

You dwell in the sanctuary, the praise of Israel. (Ps. 21:3) 

Re! ain 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

Re! ain 

! e Second Antiphon 

O God, why do You cast us o# forever? (Ps. 73:1a) 

Refrain: O Son of God, cruci" ed in the $esh, save us who sing to You: 
Alleluia! 

Remember Your congregation, which You have gotten of old! (Ps. 73:2)  

Re! ain 

Remember Mount Zion, where You have dwelt! (Ps. 73:3b)  

Re! ain 

God is our King before the ages; He has worked salvation in the midst 
of the earth. (Ps. 73:13) 

Re! ain 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

(ÒOnly-begotten Son and immortal Word of GodÉ Ò) 

! e ! ird Antiphon 

! e Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps. 98:1a) 

Tone 1 Troparion   (Cross) 
O Lord, save Your people, 
and bless Your inheritance! 
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians 
over their adversaries; 
and by virtue of Your Cross,// 
preserve Your habitation! 

! e Lord reigns, let the people tremble! He sits enthroned upon the 
cherubim; let the earth quake! (Ps. 98:1)  

Troparion of the Feast 

! e Lord is great in Zion; He is exalted over all the people. (Ps. 98:2)  

Troparion of the Feast 

Bow down in worship to the Lord in His holy court! (Ps. 98:10)  

Troparion of the Feast 

Entrance Verse 
Extol the Lord our God: worship at His footstool for He is holy! (Ps. 98:5)   

Tone 1 Troparion   (Cross) 
O Lord, save Your people, 
and bless Your inheritance! 
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians 
over their adversaries; 
and by virtue of Your Cross,// 
preserve Your habitation! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 



Tone 4 Kontakion (Cross) 
As You were voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake, 
grant mercy to those who are called by Your Name, O Christ God; 
make all Orthodox Christians glad by Your power, 
granting them victories over their adversaries// 
by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Your weapon of peace! 

(Instead of the Trisagion, we sing:) 
Before Your Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master, 
and Your holy Resurrection we glorify. 

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in the Seventh Tone 
Extol the Lord our God: / worship at His footstool for He is holy! (Ps. 98:5) 
Verse: The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps. 98:1a) 

! e Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle 
Paul to the Corinthians (1:18Ð24) 

Brethren, the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written:  ÒI will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  And bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent.Ó Where is the wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe. For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 
Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Before the Gospel: Alleluia 
Verse:  Remember Your congregation, which You have gotten of old!  

(Ps. 73:2) 
Verse:  God is our King before the ages; He has worked salvation in the 

midst of the earth! (Ps. 73:13) 

! e Gospel according to St. John  
(printed on the " rst page of the bulletin) 

(Instead of ÒIt is truly meetÉ,Ó we sing:) 

Tone 8 
Magnify, O my soul, the most precious Cross of the Lord! 
You are a mystical Paradise, O ! eotokos, 
who, though untilled, have brought forth Christ; 
through Him the life-bearing wood of the Cross was planted on earth. 
Now at its Exaltation, 
as we bow in worship before it, we magnify you. 

Communion Hymn 
! e light of Your countenance has been signed upon us, O Lord. (Ps. 4:7) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Metropolitan Tikhon on Ò! e Orthodox MomentÓ 
At the conclusion of the All-American Council in Arizona this July, 
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon He recalled the feast of the 
Elevation of the Cross as he spoke of the ÒOrthodox momentÓ many 
believe we are in today. He described how at a vigil presided over by a 
bishop, he ceremonially raises and lowers the Cross, blessing in four 
directions. Our movements in the Church follow the path of the 
Cross Ñ through the weight of struggles and the glory of victories. 
This is an image of our existence as Orthodox Christians, a reminder 
that the Cross is at the center of our struggles and our blessings. We 
should not be distracted by external ups and downs, because in all 
circumstances we are on the path of the Cross. He pointed out how 
we celebrated the Akathist Service to All Saints of America on the last 
morning of the Council before the new icon with nineteen American 
saints, including Olga of Alaska. Metropolitan Tikhon concluded, 
ÒWe all know icons of the synaxes of saints of more venerable lands 
with multitudes. But for us vocation is the same: ÔGo therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age. AmenÕÓ (Matthew 28).


