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Holy and Glorious Great-Martyr 
Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher of 
Thessalonica (ca. 306). St. The—phil of 
the Kiev Caves, Bishop of Novgorod 
(1482). Martyr Lupus (ca. 306).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the year, we 
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of the book. 
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for today are 
printed inside this bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

Notes on the Week 
Today, we commemorate the Great Martyr Demetrius the Myrrh-
gusher of Thessalonica (in modern-day Greece). The parents of 
Saint Demetrius were secret Christians in the third century, a 
time of grim persecution of Christianity, and he was baptized 
and raised in the Christian Faith in a secret church in his fatherÕs 
home. 

Emperor Galerius Maximian in 305 appointed Demetrius as 
proconsul of the district of Thessalonica, ordering him to kill all 
Christians there. Accepting the appointment, instead Demetrios 
taught the Christian Faith openly to the inhabitants of the city 
and overthrew pagan customs and the worship of idols. 

The emperor was infuriated by this opposition and led an army 
to massacre the Christians of Thessalonica. Saint Demetrius 
boldly confessed the Christian Faith and was imprisoned, made a 
spectacle, and, at dawn on October 26, martyred by the spears of 
hundreds of soldiers. His body was later revealed to be incorrupt 
and a miraculous flow of fragrant myrrh has been found beneath 
the crypt of the Great Martyr Demetrius, so he is called Òthe 
Myrrh-gusher.Ó 

We are also celebrating the memory of a newly-canonized saint, 
Righteous Olga of Kwethluk, Alaska, on October 27. She is also 
known as Mother çrrsamquq (AR-sum-kook). A priestÕs wife, 
teacher, mid-wife, and helper of abused women, she quietly lived 
the fulness of Christian faith with courage and humility. By her 
wisdom and prayers, many have been lifted from heaviness of 
heart and despair. Through her intercessions after her repose, 
many have received miraculous healing. 

Holy Great-Martyr Demetrius and Righteous Olga: pray to God 
for us sinners!
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! e Cross is lit by Panico family to honor MichaelÕs patron, the Apostle 
Jude ! addeus. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those celebrating anniversaries: Helen & Joe Barone on Oct. 29. 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)  
Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak) 
Deacon Christopher (Meholick) 
Claudia (Peters)Ñmembers of the Diocesan Council 
Corey (Knap)Ñnephew of Valentina Knap      
CarolÑfriend of Mary Jane Rodgers  
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys    
SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother        
William (Weidmann) Raisa (Morosan)   
Gregory (Mankevich) Anita (Propheter)  
Rosemary (Delaney) Steven (Rygiel)  
Catherine (Barra) Raisa (Fahy)  
Michael (Edwards) Shawnna (Kelly)  
Susan (Shulga Waas) Timothy (Waas)  
Ellen (Uliase) Gabriella  
Sarah Laura  
Irene  Lorraine  
Jacob Katelyn  
Joseph Crystal 
Angela Innocent  
Georgiy Larissa  
Valentin Andrei  
Stacia Jose Gary 
Cyprian and Dana Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene  

For Our Shut-Ins:        
Yvonne (Rutcho)  Margaret (Savchik) Barbara (Searles) 

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

FridayÐSaturday, 
Oct. 24Ð25

Diocesan Assembly hosted by ! ree Saints Church, 
Ansonia

Each year, parish delegates meet under the leadership of 
our bishop in a Diocesan Assembly, to deliberate on the 
direction of the Diocese of New England. Several from 
our parish will be participating this year.

Saturday, Oct. 25 Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Oct. 26 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Special Parish Meeting to decide on the future of our 
loan to Joy International

Tuesday, Oct. 28 Study of Psalms 9Ð10 via Zoom: 
sspeterpaul.org/study

7 PM

Wednesdays Weekday Matins 8:15 AM

Saturday, Nov. 1 Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Nov. 2 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Endowment Fund Commemoration Service

Saturday, Nov. 8 Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM

Sunday, Nov. 9 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Sunday, Nov. 9 Vespers of St. Nectarios at Christ the Savior 
Church, Southbury

4 PM

Tuesday, Nov. 11 Study of Psalms 11Ð13 via Zoom: 
sspeterpaul.org/study

7 PM

Saturday, Nov. 15 Nativity Fast begins

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

We plan to deliver ! xings for " anksgiving dinner to families around our 
church. Please help us identify families in need, who would welcome this 
support. We need a coordinator as well: please speak to Fr. Joshua. 

We also need your generous support of our Charity Fund this 
! anksgiving. We have been drawing from it heavily in recent weeks, and 
we will rely on it to purchase these gi#s for families in need.
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! e Gospel according to St. John (15:17Ð16:2) 
The Lord said to his disciples, ÒThese things I command you, 
that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know that it 
hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
Remember the word that I said to you, ÔA servant is not greater 
than his master.Õ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things they will do to you for My nameÕs sake, because they do 
not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for 
their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not 
done among them the works which no one else did, they would 
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and 
My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled 
which is written in their law, ÔThey hated Me without a cause.Õ 
But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will 
testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have 
been with Me from the beginning. These things I have spoken to 
you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you 
out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills 
you will think that he offers God service.Ó 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
! e righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 

tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Hymns for Vespers & Matins 

Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection) 
Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the " rst born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Tone 3 Troparion (St. Demetrius) 
! e world has found you to be a great defense against tribulation 
and a vanquisher of heathens, O Passion-bearer. 
As you bolstered the courage of Nestor, 
who then humbled the arrogance of Lyaios in battle, // 
Holy Demetrius, entreat Christ God to grant us great mercy! 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 3 Resurrectional Dismissal ! eotokion 
We praise you as the mediatrix of our salvation, 
O Virgin ! eotokos. 
For your Son, our God, who took #esh from you, 
accepted the Passion on the Cross, // 
delivering us from corruption as the lover of man. 

Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy  

Tone 3 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the " rst born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 



Tone 4 Troparion (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O " rst-enthroned of the Apostles, 
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world,// 
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 3 Troparion (St. Demetrius) 
! e world has found you to be a great defense against tribulation 
and a vanquisher of heathens, O Passion-bearer. 
As you bolstered the courage of Nestor, 
who then humbled the arrogance of Lyaios in battle, // 
Holy Demetrius, entreat Christ God to grant us great mercy! 

Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection) 
On this day You rose from the tomb, O Merciful One, 
leading us from the gates of death. 
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
with the Prophets and Patriarchs// 
they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Your power. 

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacri" ce,// 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

Tone 4 Kontakion (St Demetrius) 
God, Who has given you invincible might, 
has tinged the Church with streams of your blood, Demetrius. 
He preserves your city from harm,// 
for you are its foundation. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion Steadfast Protectress 

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in the ! ird Tone 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! (Ps. 

46:6) 
Verse: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! (Ps. 

46:1) 

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (St. Demetrius) 
! e righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, /and shall hope in Him. (Ps. 63:11a) 

! e Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Timothy 
(2:1Ð10) 

My son Timothy, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
And the things that you have heard from me among many 
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also. You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself 
with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted 
him as a soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is 
not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. The 
hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops. Consider 
what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things. 
Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised 
from the dead according to my gospel, for which I su$er trouble as 
an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is 
not chained. Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the 
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory. 

Before the Gospel: Alleluia 
Verse:  In You, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps. 30:1a) 
Verse:  Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! 

(Ps. 30:2b) 
Verse: The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in 

Lebanon. (Ps. 91:11)   


