Notes on the Week
Today is the second Pre-Lenten Sunday, the Prodigal Son. Last wi
us to flee the pride of the Pharisee, that sense of self-satisfactic
righteousness that makes it impossible for us to draw neér s ek
reminds us that our heavenly Father is eager to welcome us as
come to our senses and return to him, no matter how far we have
Next Sunday is Meat-fare, the last day for eating meat until Pasche

At Matins today, we introduce the singing of OBy the waters of B
sat down and weptO (Psalm 136). This lament remembers the c
the kingdom of Judah, when their leaders were led away as capti'
lon. They remained in exile for long generations, mourning thei
bered home in Jerusalene. hymn parallels the Prodigal SonOs rec:
of what he has lost, having abandoned his fatherOs home. It also
the commemoration of Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise
ness Sunday before Great Lent begins. Our Ancestors likewise s¢
wept before the gate of Eden, forbidden to them.

We are also called to come to our senses, to recognize that we
today from Paradise through our own sins. We also should mourn
tral memory of our homeland, where we truly belong. We are invi
the season of the Fast to turn our hearts back to God, that the do
adise may be opened to us.

Rich and fertile was the earth allotted to us,

but all we planted were the seeds of sin.

We reaped the sheaves of evil with the sickle of laziness;

we failed to place them on the threshorgpf repentance.

Now we beg You, O Lord, eternal Master of the harvest:

OMay Your love become the breeze to winnow the straw of our wo
deeds!

Make us like the precious wheat to be stored in heaven, and save

Brothers, our purpose is to know the power of GodOs goodness.
For when the Prodigal Son abandoned his sin,

he hastened to the refuge of his father.

I at good man embraced him and welcomed him;

he killed the fatted calf and celebrated with heavenly joy.

Let us learn from this example

to dter thanks to the Father, Who loves all men,

and to the glorious Victim, the Savior of our souls!

NHymns! om Vespers of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
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_ Great-martyr Theodore Stratelate
Sunday of the Prodigal Son | (the General©ON319). Prophet
Tone 2 Zachariah (ca. 520 B.C.). St. Sav
February 8, 2026 Archbishop of Serbia (1269).

Glory to Jesus Christ!
We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the
especially welcome all guests and newcomers.

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with read
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday.
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the

celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follo
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same tab
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of t
The most significant hymns and responses specifically for
printed inside this bulletin

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox CF
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fas
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Oant
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). /
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment.
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you
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Upcoming Events in Parish Life

We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Vis

website g§speterpaul.ojgor details.

Saturday, Feb. 7 Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Feb. 8 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

OSouper BowlO fundraiser

Tuesday, Feb. 10  Study of Psalms 21D23 via Zoom: 7 PM
sspeterpaul.org/study
Wednesdays Weekday Matins 8 AM

Saturday, Feb. 14  Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Feb. 15 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Meatfare Sunday  Meatfare Dinner follows the Liturgy.
I isis the last day for the eating of meat until Pasct

Saturday, Feb. 21  Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Feb. 22 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Forgiveness Sunda Vespers & Rite of Forgiveness Noon
Expulsion of Adam We will make out nal preparation for the
& Eve! om Paradise Fast with Forgiveness Vespers and askir

each person, OForgive meNGod forgive;

Feb. 23D26 Compline with the Canon of St. Andrew 6 PM

First Week of Lent = As we begin our journey through the Fast, St. Andre
helps shake us out of complacency and challenges
souls to work diligently in repentance. Come as mu
you are able.

Wed., Feb. 25 Liturgy of Presanctied G#s, followed by ¢ 6 PM
Lenten Supper

I ese services are unique to Great Lent, with a quie
beauty beloved by many. Each is followed by suppe

Saturday, Feb. 28 Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM
Sunday, March 1 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM
Sunday of Orthodo) Sisterhood Meetingt®r céee hour

Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers at St-Bar 6 PM
baraOs, 480 Racebrook Road, Orange

We Ask Your Prayers

For Donna Leonowich, who has as her heavenly patron the Righteous Em-
press Theodora (Feb. 11).

For those celebrating birthdays: Heather Rodd (Feb. Aferonica Tassmer
(Feb. 13). Valentina Wigglesworth (Feb. 14).

For the Sick & Suffering:

Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)

Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)

Archpriest John (Ealy)

Deacon Christopher (Meholick)

Corey (Knap)NValentinaOs nephew

SharonKNfriend of the Mosleys

SusanNRobyn LevesqueOs mother

Timothy, William, and Susan (Waas)Ncousins of Sarah Massaro
Robert (Barra)NCathyOs husband, who was recently hospitalized

William (Weidmann) Gregory (Mankevich)

Raisa (Morosan) Anita (Propheter)

Rosemary (Delaney) Steven (Rygiel)

Catherine (Barra) Raisa (Fahy)

Michael (Edwards) Shawnna (Kelly)

Ellen (Uliase) Bill (Shallah)

Stacia (Mihaly) Gabriella

Irene Lorraine

Jacob Katelyn

Joseph Crystal

Angela Georgiy

Larissa Valentin

Andrei Stacia

Jose Gary

Cyprian and Dana Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene
For Our Shut-Ins:

Yvonne (Rutcho) Margaret (Savchik) Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer
contact Fr. Joshymiest@sspeterpaul.orf203-237-4539.

In order to commemorate loved onkghiingthe cross in church, plg
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doin !Eri_"fq-mi

throughSS. Peter & Padtthodox Church: "1!"3!-‘-!-#“:
https://sspeterpaul.org/donateuse this QR Coer® E{.ﬁ



https://sspeterpaul.org/donate
http://sspeterpaul.org
http://sspeterpaul.org/study
https://sspeterpaul.org/donate
mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org

Hymns for Vespers

Tone 2 Troparion(Resurrection)

When You descended to death, O Life Immortal,
You slew hell with the splendor of Your Godhead.
And when from the depths You raised the dead,
all the powers of heaven cried out://

OO Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!O

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 1 TroparioriFeast

Rejoice, O Virgin eotokos, Full of Grace!

From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, *Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness.

Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder,

you accepted in your arms the “Redeemer of our souls,//
Who grants us the Resurrection!

Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy

Tone 2 Troparion(Resurrection)

When You descended to death, O Life Immortal,
You slew hell with the splendor of Your Godhead.
And when from the depths You raised the dead,
all the powers of heaven cried out://

OO Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!O

Tone 1 TroparioriFeast

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace!

From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, ~Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness.

Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder,

you accepted in your arms the “Redeemer of our souls,//
Who grants us the Resurrection!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 3 Kontakion (! om the Lenten Triodion)

| have recklessly forgotten Your glory, O Father;

and among sinners | have scattered the riches which You had give
I erefore | cry to You like the Prodigal:

Ol have sinned before You, O compassionate Father; //

receive me a penitent, and make me as one of Your hired servants

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 1 Kontakion (Feast)

By Your Nativity You sargetil the VirginOs womb
and blessed SimeonOs hands, ~O Christ God.
Now You have come and saved us through love.
Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians,//

O only Lover of Man!

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in the Second Tc
The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my salvatic
(Ps. 117:14)
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me
death. (Ps. 117:18)

Tone 3 Prokeimeno(Song of tHe eotokos)
My soul magnifies the Lord, / and my spirit rejoices in God my Savic
(Lk. 1:46D47)

I e Reading from the FiEgstistle of the Holy Apostle
Paul to the Corinthians (6:12D20)

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but all things are no
All things are lawful for me, but I will not be broughttha:
power of any. Foods for the stomach and the stomach i
but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is
sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us L
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members ¢
Shall | then take the members of Christ and make the|
bers of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do you not know that
is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For Othe two
Oshall become tash.O But he who is joined to the Lord
spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a i
is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immor:
against his own body. Or do you not know that your boc
templeof theHoly Spiritwho is in you, whom you have God)
and you are not your own? For you were bought at a pri
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are



Before the Gospel: Alleluia
Verse: May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the ne
the God of Jacob protect {(@s! 19:1)
Verse: Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!
(Ps. 19:9)
Verse: Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according t
word, for my eyes have seen Your saflatier?:29)

I e Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St.
(15:11BD32)

I e Lord spoke this parable: OA certain man had two <
the younger of them said to his father, OFather, give me -
of goods that falls to me.O So he divided to them his i
And not many day%ea, the younger son gathered all tog
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his posses
prodigal living. But when he had spent all, there arose
famine in that land, and he began to be in want. Then
and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he <
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have
stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one
anything. But when he came to himself, he said, OHov
my fatherOs hired servants have bread enough and to :
perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father, and
to him, OFather, | have sinned against heaven and befo
| am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me lil
your hired servants.O0 And he arose and came to his fe

But when he was still a great sayi®father saw him and
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed |
the son said to him, OFather, | have sinned against hee
your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your :
the father said to his servants, OBring out the best robe
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his"
bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and kt

for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
found.O And they began to be merry.

Now his older son was in the field. And as he came ¢
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. So he
of the servants and asked what these things meant. Ar
to him, OYour brother has come, and because he has re
safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.O

angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came
pleaded with him. So he answered and said to his fai
these many years | have been serving you; | never tré
your commandment at any time; and yet you never g
young goat, that | might make merry with my friends.
soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.O And he
him, OSon, you are always with me, and all that | hav
It was right that we should make merry and be glad,

brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is

(Instead of Olt is truly meetE O we sing:)

O Virgin! eotokos, hope of all Christians,

protect, preserve, and save those who hope in you!

In the shadow and letter of the Law,

let us the faithful discerdgare:

every male [child] that opens the womb is holy to God.

I erefore we magnify $istborn Word of the Father Who has r
beginning, //

the Sordrstborn of a Mother who had not known man.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
(Ps. 148:1)
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the
(Ps. 115:4)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



