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St. Mary of Egypt 
March 29, 2026 

Hieromartyr Mark, Bishop of 
Arethusa, Martyr Cyril, a Deacon of 
Heliopolis, and others who suffered 
under Julian the Apostate (ca. 364). 
Ven. John, Anchorite of Egypt (4th c.).

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the Lord. We 
especially welcome all guests and newcomers. 

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with readings and 
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday. You can 
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these bulletins 
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the primary 
celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follow along 
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same table as the 
bulletins and Matins booklet. For these Sundays during Great Lent, 
we are using the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great. The most significant 
hymns and responses specifically for today are printed inside this 
bulletin. 

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox Christians 
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fasting may 
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome to come 
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Òantidoron,Ó this 
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). Afterward, 
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment. We look 
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you are here.

Fr. Joshua Mosher, Pastor 
203-237-4539 

priest@sspeterpaul.org

Donna Leonowich, Council President 
203-887-5155 

president@sspeterpaul.org

On Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday 
Th is coming Friday marks the conclusion of the Forty Days of the Great 
Fast, and then we enter into a two-day feast: the Raising of Lazarus (Lazarus 
Saturday) and the Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). Un-
like any other two feasts, they share a single troparion: 

Tone 1 Troparion  
By raising Lazarus from the dead before your Passion,  
you confi rmed the universal resurrection, O Christ God. 
Like the children with the palms of victory, 
we cry out to you, O Vanquisher of Death:  
ÒHosanna in the highest!// 
Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord.Ó 

Th e Gospel according to St. John the Th eologian expressly links the two ac-
counts:  

Th e next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when 
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of 
palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:  ÒHosanna!  
*ÔBlessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD*!Õ Th e King of 
Israel!Ó É Th erefore the people, who were with Him when He 
called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore 
witness. For this reason the people also met Him, because they 
heard that He had done this sign (John 12:12Ð13, 17Ð18). 

Lazarus Saturday is a confi rmation of the universal resurrection, an anticipa-
tion of Pascha, while Palm Sunday is our opportunity to honor with knowl-
edge the King whom children with the palms of victory prophetically 
praised: ÒBlessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord!Ó 

You revealed your almighty power, O Savior. Th e tears of Martha 
and Mary were wiped away. As you yourself have said, you are truly 
the Resurrection, the Life, and the Lord of all. 

From the ranks of the dead and the darkness of hades, you have 
stolen your friend Lazarus, still bound in his shroud. By your all-
powerful word, you have broken the gates of the kingdom of death. 
(From Ode 3 of the Canon of the Raising of Lazarus) 

First the multitude praised Christ our God with palms, but then his 
ungrateful people clamored for his crucifi xion. As or us, let us hon-
or him as our Savior and sing with unchanging faith: Blessed is He 
who comes to recall Adam. (Hymn of St. Romanos on Palm Sunday)
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The cross is lit by Irene & David Zavednak on the birth of Lyra Alexa, with 
congratulations to her parents Natalya & David Falco. May God grant many 
years to the Falco & Chernik families. 

We Ask Your Prayers 
For those who have as their heavenly patron Ven. Mary of Egypt (April 1) or 
Ven. Zosimas of Palestine (April 4). 
For those celebrating birthdays: Joe Barone & Paul Leonowich on March 22. 
For all those who have as their heavenly patron the Archangel Gabriel (3/26). 
For the Sick & Suffering: 
Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro)	 Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)	  
Archpriest Patrick (Burns)	 	 Deacon Christopher (Meholick)	 
Mka. Macrina (Hopko	 	 Corey (Knap)ÑValentinaÕs nephew 
SharonÑfriend of the Mosleys  	 SusanÑRobyn LevesqueÕs mother       
Timothy, William, and Susan (Waas)	 Robert (Barra)	  
William (Weidmann)	 Gregory (Mankevich) 	  
Raisa (Morosan) 	 Anita (Propheter)	  
Rosemary (Delaney)	 Steven (Rygiel)	  
Catherine (Barra)	 Raisa (Fahy)	  
Shawnna (Kelly)	 Ellen (Uliase)	  
Bill (Shallah)	 Stacia (Mihaly)	  
Helen (Barone)	 Gabriella	  
Irene 	 Lorraine	  
Jacob	 Katelyn	  
Joseph	 Crystal	  
Angela	 Georgiy	  
Larissa	 Valentin	  
Andrei	 Jose	 Gary 
Cyprian and Dana	 Nicole and Naaman	 Helen and Helene 

For Our Shut-Ins: 	       
Yvonne (Rutcho) 	 Margaret (Savchik)	 Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer list, please 
contact Fr. Joshua: priest@sspeterpaul.org or 203-237-4539. 

In order to commemorate loved ones by lighting the cross in church, please 
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doing 
through SS. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church: 
 https://sspeterpaul.org/donate or use this QR Code 

Upcoming Events in Parish Life

We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Visit our 
website (sspeterpaul.org) for details.

Friday, March 27 Akathist to the Th eotokos 6 PM

Saturday, March 28 Parish Clean-Up Day 9ÐNoon

Great Vespers, followed by confessions 5 PM

Sunday, March 29 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM

Unction Service at Th ree Saints, 26 Howard 
Ave, Ansonia

4 PM

This service is devoted to prayer and anointing (unc-
tion) for the healing of our souls and bodies. As the 
Apostle James taught: ÒIs anyone among you sick? Let 
him call for the presbyters of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgivenÓ (James 5:14Ð15). 

Wed., April 1 Weekday Matins 8 AM

Liturgy of Presanctifi ed Gifts, then supper 6 PM

Friday, April 3 Last Day of Great Lent

Saturday, April 4 Matins & Divine LiturgyÑRaising of Lazarus 9 AM

Breakfast, followed by assembly and distribution of 
Easter baskets to families in need

Great VespersÑEve of Palm Sunday 5 PM

Palm Sunday,  
April 13

Festal Matins, Blessing of Palms, Divine 
LiturgyÑ Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem

9 AM

Beginning Holy WeekBridegroom Matins at All Saints Church, 
205 Scarborough Street, Hartford

4 PM

Holy Saturday,  
April 11

Before Vespers & Liturgy, the reception of 
Helena Pecani into the Orthodox Faith

9:30 AM

There is an ancient tradition to keep vigil at the Tomb of Christ from the 
evening of Holy Friday until the Paschal Vigil begins the following night. 
Participants read from the Scriptures beside the Tomb. We need volunteers 
for periods of the night and day when we donÕt have services. 

http://sspeterpaul.org
mailto:priest@sspeterpaul.org
https://sspeterpaul.org/donate
https://sspeterpaul.org/donate


Hymns for Vespers and Matins 
Tone 1 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. 
Th e powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: 
ÒGlory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom! // 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!Ó 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Tone 8 Troparion  (St. Mary of Egypt) 
Th e image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother, 
for you took up the Cross and followed Christ. 
By so doing, you taught us to disregard the flesh for it passes away; 
but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal. // 
Th erefore your spirit, O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the angels. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 8 Resurrectional Dismissal Th eotokion 
For our sake You were born of the Virgin 
and endured crucifi xion, O Good One, destroying death by death. 
Revealing the Resurrection as God, do not despise the work of Your hand! 
Reveal Your love for man, O Merciful One, and accept the Th eotokos pray-

ing for us, // 
and save the despairing people, O our Savior!  

At the Praises 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

Tone 1 ( fr om the Lenten Triodion) 
Th e Kingdom of God is not food and drink, 
but righteousness and abstinence with holiness. 
And so the rich shall not enter into it, 
but those who entrust their treasures to the hands of the poor. 
Th is is what David the Prophet teaches us, saying: 
ÒTh e righteous man shows mercy all the day long; 
his delight is in the Lord, and walking in the light he shall not stumble.Ó 

All this was written for our admonition, 
that we should fast and do good, 
and in exchange for earthly things// 
may the Lord reward us with the things of heaven. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 2 Ð You are most-blessedÉ 

Hymns and Readings for the Liturgy  
Tone 1 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, 
while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body, 
You rose on the third day, O Savior, 
granting life to the world. 
Th e powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: 
ÒGlory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Your Kingdom! // 
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!Ó 

Tone 4 Troparion  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O fi rst-enthroned of the Apostles, 
teachers of the universe: 
entreat the Master of all 
to grant peace to the world, // 
and to our souls great mercy! 

Tone 8 Troparion  (St. Mary of Egypt) 
Th e image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother, 
for you took up the Cross and followed Christ. 
By so doing, you taught us to disregard the flesh for it passes away; 
but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal. // 
Th erefore your spirit, O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the angels. 

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Apostles Peter & Paul) 
O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest 
and to the enjoyment of Your blessings 
the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, 
for You have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifi ce, // 
for You alone know what lies in the hearts of men. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  



Tone 3 Troparion  (St. Mary of Egypt) 
Having been a sinful woman, 
you became through repentance a bride of Christ. 
Having attained angelic life, 
you defeated demons with the weapon of the Cross. // 
Th erefore, O most glorious Mary, you are a bride of the Kingdom. 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Tone 6 Kontakion	 (Steadfast Protectress) 

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in the First Tone 
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us /as we have set our hope on You!  

(Ps. 32:22) 
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (St. Mary of Egypt) 
God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel. (Ps. 67:35a) 

Th e Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul  
to the Galatians (3:23Ð29)

Brethren: before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept 
for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was 
our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 
after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons 
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are ChristÕs, then you are 
AbrahamÕs seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

Before the Gospel: Alleluia 
Verse:	 God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me. (Ps. 

17:48) 
Verse:	 He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with 

David, His anointed, and his seed forever. (Ps. 17:51) 
Verse:	 I waited patiently for the Lord; He attended to me and heard my 

supplication. (Ps. 39:1) 

Th e Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (7:36Ð50)
At that time, one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. And He 
went to the PhariseeÕs house, and sat down to eat.  And behold, a woman 
in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table 
in the PhariseeÕs house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil,  and 
stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she 
kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.  Now when the 
Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, 
ÒThis Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.Ó And Jesus 
answered and said to him, ÒSimon, I have something to say to you.Ó So 
he said, ÒTeacher, say it.Ó ÒThere was a certain creditor who had two 
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell 
Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?Ó Simon answered 
and said, ÒI suppose the one whom he forgave more.Ó And He said to 
him, ÒYou have rightly judged.Ó Then He turned to the woman and said 
to Simon, ÒDo you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me 
no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and 
wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this 
woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did 
not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with 
fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loves little.Ó Then He said to her, ÒYour sins are forgiven.Ó And those 
who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, ÒWho is this 
who even forgives sins?Ó   Then He said to the woman, ÒYour faith has 
saved you. Go in peace.Ó 

(Instead of ÒIt is truly meetÉ,Ó we sing the following) 
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of angels and the 
race of men. O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, 
from whom God was incarnate and became a Child Ñ our God before the ages. 
He made your body into a throne, and your womb He made more spacious 
than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. Glory to you! 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Th e righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil 

tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


