On the Feast of the Nativity of the Most-Hobotokos and

Ever-Virgin Mary (September 8)
In the fulness of time, the Son of God chose to take on human nat
salvation of mankind, and chose as His Mother the All-Pure Virc
who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and holi

I e Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, N
Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the Prophet-Ki
and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest Aaron.

Having reached old age without being granted a child, Joachim
did not lose hope in GodOs mercy. They trusted that for God ev
possible, and that He would be able to overcome the barrenne:
even in her old age, as He had once overcame the barrenness of
of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to de
child which the Lord might give them, to the service of God in the

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation a punit
sin, and therefore the righteous Joachim and Anna had to endure
their own countrymen. At a great feast, the High Priest rejecteticen
Joachim sought té#ey to God at the Temple in Jerusalem, consider
to be unworthy since he was childless.

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there
with tears to the Lord for a child. Anna wept bitterly when she lear
had happened. Never once did she complain against the Lord, bu
prayed to ask GodOs mercy on her family.

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous me
their prayers were heard by God, and of them would be born a m
daughter Mary, through whom would come the Salvation of all the

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not «
mankind, but also the angels. She was revealed to be the living
God, as the Church sings in its festal hymns: Othe East Gate
Christ into the world for the salvation of our soulsO (2nd Stiche|
OLord, | CallO).

I e Nativity of the eotokos marks the change of the times, when t
promises of God for the deliverance of the human race from sla
devil would be fulfilled. Her birth has brought to earth the grac
Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everladting
Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful Inter
Mother, who gladly listens to us her children and ever prays for us
and our God. [adapted omOCA.org> Feasts and Saints]
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Commemoration of the Miracle of the
14h Sunday after PentecostNTonke/changel Michael at Coloss¥.. Martyrs
Eudoxius, Zeno, & Macariu811D312)St.
Archippus of Herapolis. Martyr Romulus

September 6, 2026 and with him many others (107D115).

Welcomel!

We welcome everyone who has come into this house of the
especially welcome all guests and newcomers.

Today, we begin with Matins, the morning service with read
hymns illuminating the meaning of this particular Sunday.
follow along with a Matins service booklet, found beside these
on the table at the glass doors. The Divine Liturgy, the

celebration this morning, immediately follows. You can follo
with a black Liturgy book from the stack on the same tab
bulletins and Matins booklet. This Sunday and most of the
use the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at the beginning of t
TodaysOgrhns and responses are printed inside this bulletin.

Holy Communion is a solemn responsibility: only Orthodox CF
who have prepared through Confession, prayer, and fas
participate. At the end of the Liturgy, everyone is welcome
for a blessing and to share in the blessed bread (called Oant
bread is used in our prayers but is not itself a sacrament). /
please join us downstairs for fellowship and refreshment.
forward to greeting you personally, and we are glad that you
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Upcoming Events in Parish Life
We invite anyone to pray along with us, following our services online. Vis
website g§speterpaul.ojdgor details.
Saturday, Sept. 5 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Sept. 6 Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM
Monday, Sept. 7 Vigil for the Nativity of thé eotokos 6 PM

Tuesday, Sept. 8  Divine Liturgy for the Nativity of the 7:30 AM
I eotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

I e feast of the Nativity of theeotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is on S
8.! e birth of thé eotokos was the'fllinent of promises made by G
to her righteous parents, and also tHerfeiht of the hope of generatio
of people who put their trust in God, from Noah to Abraham, Isaac
Jacob, to King David and his line.birth of thé eotokos represents t
best the human race haster to our Creator, and God accepts $his ¢
and returns her to us as the mother of our Savior.

Wednesdays Weekday Matins 8 AM
Wed., Sept. 9 Parish Council 6:30 PM
Saturday, Sept. 12 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Sept. 13  Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM
Sunday, Sept. 13  Great Vespers for the Elevation of the Ci 5 PM
Monday, Sept. 14  Divine Liturgy N Elevation of the Cross  7:30 AM

I e feast of the Elevation of the Cross commemoratésithieg of
the true Cross of the Lord by St. Helen, mother of St. Constantine
Emperor. Its' nding was surrounded with many great miracles, anc
was placed in the newly consecrated Church of the Holy Resurrec
Jerusalem on September 14, B3B6.feast also honors the return of t
Cross to the same templéea fourteen years of captivity in Persia, ir
624. We bow down and venerate the Cross of the Lord, which is s
tral to our salvation.

Saturday, Sept. 19 Great Vespers, followed by Confessions 5 PM
Sunday, Sept. 20  Matins and Divine Liturgy 9 AM
I ursday, Sept. 24 Great VespersNEve of St. Sergius 6 PM
Friday, Sept. 25 Divine Liturgy N St. Sergius of Radonezh 7:30 AM

FORCC Banquet: Sunday, October 4is year, the bémelinner for the
Fellowship of Orthodox Churches of CT (FORCC) will be at Birchv
Restaurant at Oak Lane, 1027 Racebrook Road, Woodbridge, s
12:30 PM. Tickets are $55 if purchased by Sépe 3peaker is Lou
Zagami of IOCC, International Orthodox Christian Charities. See
Tassmer for tickets.

We Ask Your Prayers

For all those who have as their heavenly patron the Righteous Forebear of
God Anna (Sept. 9).

For those celebrating birthdays: John Mosley (Sept. 6).

For the Sick & Suffering:

Archpriest Vladimir (Aleandro) Archpriest Vladimir (Horosczak)
Corey (Knap)NVaIentmaOs nephe\Bharoanrlend of the Mosleys
SusanNRobyn Levesque®s motheReneNJulaisa MollOs grandfather
Timothy, William, and Susan (Waas)

Robert (Barra) William (Weidmann)

Gregory (Mankevich) Raisa (Morosan)

Anita (Propheter) Rosemary (Delaney)

Steven (Rygiel) Catherine (Barra)

Raisa (Fahy) Shawnna (Kelly)

Ellen (Uliase) Stacia (Mihaly)

Gabriella Irene Lorraine

Jacob Katelyn Joseph

Crystal Angela Georgiy

Larissa Valentin Andrei

Gary Jose

Barrie Laura

Cyprian and Dana Nicole and Naaman Helen and Helene
For Our Shut-Ins:

Yvonne (Rutcho) Margaret (Savchik) Barbara (Searles)

To share news in the bulletin, or to add someone to our prayer
contact Fr. Joshymiest@sspeterpaul.orf203-237-4539.

In order to commemorate loved onkghiingthe cross in church, plg
contact Alexia Tassmer: 203-623-5336.

Give thanks to God, and support the work he is doin Erbw@i
throughSS. Peter & Pabtthodox Church: .,..-.. CLheS
https: ||sspeterpaul.org/dor@ateise this QR Coud .i-l%
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Hymns at Vespers and Matins

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation from the Virgin;

for He willed to beé&d up on the Cross in &ash,
to endure death,

and to raise the dead ||

by His glorious Resurrection.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Tone 4 Troparion (Archangel Michael

O Michael, commander of the heavenly hosts,

we who are unworthy beseech you:

by your prayers encompass us beneath the wings of your immater

and faithfully preserve us who fall down and cry out to you: ||

ODeliver us from all harm, for you are the commander of the Powe
high!O

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4 Resurrectional Dismissaleotokion

I e mystery of all eternity,

unknown even by Angels,

through you, eotokos, is revealed to those on earth:
God incarnate by union without confusion.

He voluntarily accepted the Cross for us,

by which he resurrected"tts-created man, ||

saving our souls from death.

Hymns at the Divine Liturgy

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation from the Virgin;

for He willed to beé&d up on the Cross in 8esh,
to endure death,

and to raise the dead ||

by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter & Paul)
O first-enthroned of the Apostles,

teachers of the universe:

entreat the Master of all

to grant peace to the world, ||

and to our souls great mercy!

Tone 4 Troparion (Archangel Michael

O Michael, commander of the heavenly hosts,

we who are unworthy beseech you:

by your prayers encompass us beneath the wings of your immater

and faithfully preserve us who fall down and cry out to you: ||

ODeliver us from all harm, for you are the commander of the Powe
high!O

Tone 5 Kontakion (Resurrection)

You descended into hell, O my Savior,

shattering its gates as Almighty,

resurrecting the dead as Creator,

and destroying the sting of death.

You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, ||
and we cry to You: OO Lord, save us!O

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles Peter & Paul)

O Lord, you have taken up to eternal rest

and to the enjoyment of Your blessings

the two divinely inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles,

for you have accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling
sacrifice, ||

for you alone know what lies in the hearts of men.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 2 Kontakion (Archangel Michael)

O Michael, commander of GodOs armies

and minister of the divine glory,

prince of the bodiless angels

and guide of mankind;

ask for what is good for us, and for great mercy;, ||
as the supreme commander of the Bodiless Hosts.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.



Tone 6 Kontakion Steadfast Protectress

Before the Epistle: Prokeimenon in To(Resurrection)

You, O Lord, shall protect us | and preserve us from this gene
forever(Ps. 11:7)

I . Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!
(Ps. 11:1a)

I e Reading from the Second Epistle

of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (1:21D2
Brethren, He who establishes us with you in Christ a
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given ut
in our hearts as a guarantee. Moreover | call God as
against my soul, that to spare you | came no more to Cori
that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow worl
your joy; for by faith you stand. But | determined this \
myself, that | would not come again to you in sorrow. |
make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glac
one who is made sorrowful by me? And | wrote this vel
to you, lest, when | came, | should have sorrow over the
whom | ought to have joy, having confidence in you all
joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anc
heart | wrote to you, with many tears, not that you shc
grieved, but that you might know the love which | have-s
dantly for you.

Alleluia before the Gospel
I': I'will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth
proclaim Your truth from generation to generé®ers8:1b2)
I © For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your
will be prepared in the hea(@3s.88:3)

I e Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matt
(22:1D14)

The Lord spoke this parable: OThe kingdom of heaver
certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and
his servants to call those who were invited to the wedc
they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out other
saying, OTell those who are invited, See, | have preparec
my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things al
Come to the wedding.O But they made light of it and w
ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. An
seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed t
when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he se
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up t|
Then he said to his servants, OThe wedding is ready, bu
were invited were not worthy.O Therefore go into the h
and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.O So tho
went out into the highways and gathered together all wr
found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was fil
guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he
there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he sa
OFriend, how did you come in here without a wedding ¢
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the
OBind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him
darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.C
are called, but few are chosen.O

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
(Ps. 148:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



